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COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING

County Commissioners from Williams, Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Auglaize, Hancock,
Hardin, Paulding, Putnam and Van Wert will be meeting on Monday, February 9, 2009 at
Ottawa, OH with area members of the Ohio General Assembly to discuss the State/County
Partnership and its ability to deliver vital services to the citizens of Ohio during a period of
increasing responsibilities and limited resources.

“Recognizing that it will be a tight State Budget and there has been limited growth in local
revenue, it is essential that State and County Governments work together closely and
cooperatively for the good of their mutual constituents, the people of Ohio,” said
Commissioner Lewis Hilkert in announcing the upcoming regional meeting.

“For many important governmental services counties rely upon the local government funds
to implement State Policy at the local level,” continued Commissioner Hilkert.
Commissioner Hilkert noted that “counties are the primary agents of the State in
administering justice and prosecuting criminals; providing health and human services to
needy citizens; managing the property tax system; improving infrastructure to foster
economic development and, providing a myriad of other important governmental services to
improve the quality of life for all Ohioans.”

“During these times of fiscal stress, it is vital that the partnership between the State and the
County Government be reaffirmed and strengthened,” stated Commissioner Davis. “Ohio’s
County Governments will be seeking a commitment from the Administration and the
General Assembly to the County Government fiscal security as one of the centerpieces of
Ohio’s SFY 2010/2011 biennial budget.



